
 

 

5 December 2023 

PRESS RELEASE 

A field trip to Wieliczka Salt Mine 

 

The field trip to Wieliczka Salt Mine was an enriching experience that combined historical, geological, and 

cultural aspects. Located in the town of Wieliczka, just outside of Krakow, Poland, the salt mine is one of the 

world’s oldest operating mines, with a history dating back to the 13th century. 

Our journey began with a guided tour through the mine’s intricate network of tunnels and chambers. The 

guide provided a captivating historical overview, detailing the mine’s role in shaping the region’s economy 

and culture over the centuries. The mine, now a UNESCO World Heritage. The geological formations within 

the salt mine were truly mesmerizing. As we descended into the depths of the mine, the walls revealed layers 

of salt deposits, creating a unique and otherworldly atmosphere. One of the most remarkable aspects of the 

Wieliczka Salt Mine is the presence of stunning underground chapels and chambers carved entirely out of salt. 

The Chapel of St. Kinga, an underground church, left a lasting impression with its intricate salt sculptures and 



 

chandeliers. The tour included demonstrations of traditional salt mining techniques, providing a hands-on 

experience of the tools and methods used by miners throughout history. It was enlightening to understand 

the challenges faced by miners and the evolution of mining technology over the centuries. 

The field trip to Wieliczka Salt Mine was a blend of education and awe-inspiring discovery. It provided a unique 

opportunity to explore the history of salt mining, witness breathtaking underground architecture, and gain 

insights into geological processes. The trip not only broadened our understanding of the region’s history but 

also left us with a profound appreciation for the ingenuity and resilience of those who worked in the mine 

throughout the centuries. 
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